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The CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD welcomes you to the  

22002244  JJaazzzz  UUnnddeerr  ththee  SSttaarrss!! 

Featuring the Incomparable  
Gregory Porter  

Also featuring  
THE CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY JAZZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE  

CAU ALUMNI JAZZ ORCHESTRA   

KING DAVE AND HIS BAND OF GYPSIES FEATURING NATE WATTS ON BASS AND  
QUEEN GYPSY BETTY BEATA 



 
 
 
I am delighted to welcome you to the annual “Jazz Under the Stars” Scholarship Benefit Concert. 
 
First, I would like to personally acknowledge and thank the Clark Atlanta University (CAU) Guild members for 
their dedication and commitment to making this annual event a tremendous success. Your partnership with 
the University’s leadership and staff is a testament to your willingness to help move the University’s fundraising 
efforts forward for the gifted and talented students we serve. 
 
I am grateful to the CAU Guild for continuing to sponsor this unique event, which has not only become a     
signature fundraising event but also an Atlanta spring tradition. Since its inception in 1992, the CAU Guild, 
founded by former Clark Atlanta University First Lady Judge Brenda Hill Cole, has raised more than                
$3.2 million. This significant amount has provided life-changing financial assistance to CAU students majoring 
in performing arts, creative writing, drama, film, and music. For the past 29 years, the Guild has hosted the 
“Jazz Under the Stars” Benefit Concert as an evening of community engagement, fun, fellowship, and          
fundraising.  The Harkness Hall Quadrangle comes to life each year by featuring famous talents such as 
Rachelle Ferrell, Laila Hathaway, Will Downing, and Jeffery Osborne, to name a few. 
 
This year, with great excitement, I am pleased to announce our headliner: Grammy award winner and   
American jazz singer Gregory Porter.  
 
Lastly, on behalf of the CAU Board of Trustees, students, faculty, and staff, I thank you for spending this                
special evening with us and investing in the future of the students we serve.  
 
 

                 
George T. French, Jr., Ph.D. 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The President  

Greetings, 

May 10, 2024  



Dear Friends and Family, 

You are amazing! As I reflect on the generosity of thousands of you throughout the years, I am 
overwhelmed with gratitude for your continued support of Jazz Under the Stars! This is the 32nd year 
anniversary of the Clark Atlanta University Guild. We are honored to feature this annual inspiring 
benefit concert. In keeping with tradition, the CAU Guild will feature yet another extraordinary and 
gifted musician by bringing you the unequivocal artistry of Dianne Reeves and her fantastic     
quintet. In addition, gracing the JUTS bandstand — you will hear from the talented CAU Jazz Vocal 
Ensemble and the renowned CAU Jazz Orchestra, under the direction of James H. Patterson. 

Since our founding 32 years ago, we have raised over $ 3.2 million in scholarships for Clark Atlanta 
University scholars of the arts, in collaboration with donors like you. Congratulations to the Guild  
officers and members for your loyal and dedicated work. Sincere thanks to our sponsors and all 
our guests for your generous support to ensure we meet our mission of offering scholarships to     
deserving students in the disciplines of art, fashion, design, theatre, film, and mass media art     
television at Clark Atlanta University - ONE EXCEPTIONAL UNIVERSITY! 

Fondly, 

Brenda H. Cole 

The Founder 

Greetings, 

May 10, 2024 



Hello Friends of the Guild! 

Welcome back to Jazz Under the Stars and welcome into the fold for all those experiencing this 
great tradition for the very first time. Your financial contributions raise critical funds to support the 
brilliant minds of young adults matriculating through the studies of arts, fashion, film, design,     
theatre, and mass media at the amazing Clark Atlanta University. Collectively we are contributors 
to ensuring that the next generation of artists can reach their greatest potential. Gratitude is an 
understatement for just how thankful we are as the Clark Atlanta University Guild. We appreciate 
your commitment to support our mission of generating scholarship funds for deserving CAU     
scholars as we celebrate our 32nd year anniversary of the CAU Guild featuring Grammy Award 
winning jazz artist Gregory Porter during the annual Jazz Under the Stars benefit concert. 

Tonight, we pay tribute to the Clark Atlanta University Guild Founder, Judge Brenda Hill Cole for her 
vision and celebrate the outstanding contributions of the entire CAU Guild membership! Together 
we have raised over $3.2 Million to ensure bright minds have scholarship resources to underwrite 
the cost of higher education and live out their dreams with less financial burdens when they     
graduate. 

On behalf of the Guild, students, faculty, and staff at Clark Atlanta University, we encourage you 
to sit back, break bread and dine, renew, and enjoy this beautiful American classical music—
called Jazz. Then hold on to your seats - as we hear all our favorite tunes by two times Grammy 
Award winning vocalist, Gregory Porter ! 

Cheers and enjoy! 

Jacquelyn Butts Thornton, MSA, CEHA 
Chair, Clark Atlanta University Guild 

The Chair 

Greetings, 

May 10, 2024 



About the Guild 
Mission 

The mission of the Clark Atlanta University (CAU) Guild is to support scholarships for students in art, 
music, film, fashion, theatre, and mass media arts. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Clark Atlanta University Guild is to develop a diverse group of volunteer women who will 
commit their time and resources to build awareness of the University's art, music, theatre, film, and mass     
media arts programs. Specifically, the Guild will actively raise scholarships funds for students participating in 
the art, music, theatre, and film at the university. While there may be several events in which financial support 
will be solicited, the Guild ‘s primary fundraising event is it’s annual “Jazz Under the Stars” concert which has 
culminated into raising over 3.2 million dollars for CAU students. 

Background 
Founded in 1992 by former Clark Atlanta University First Lady Judge Brenda Hill Cole, the CAU Guild seeks to 
increase awareness of Clark Atlanta University ‘s unique contributions to the cultural life of Atlanta and the 
nation. Guild members include women of CAU faculty, staff and alumnae of the University, as well as some of 
Atlanta's most influential community and business leaders who are advocates for the university and its’     
performing arts program. 

Billye Suber Aaron  
Becky Aggrey  
Marilyn Arrington  
Joyce Bacote  
Juanita Baranco  
Amanda Brown Olmstead 
Gwen Campbell 
Cindy Chandler  
Gwendolyn Coleman  
Kathleen Cowart Frankie Cove 
Mary Pat Crouch  
Jill Dahlber 
Thomasina Daugherty 
Glenda Davis  

Pamela Pryor Fuller 
Nancy Hall Green  
Clemmie Hatchett 
Dorothye C. Henderson 
Phyllis J. Holeman  
Irie Jenkins  
Ingrid Saunders Jones  
Vivian Jones  
Carol Mitchell Leon 
Lillian Lewis 
Evelyn Lowery 
Ruby Lucas 
Stephanie Manis 
Nancy McGuirk 

Rose Palmer 
Laura Dorsey Rains  
Brenda Rambeau 
Ida Ross 
Romy Rupnow 
Bobbie Sanford 
Helen Preston Tapp 
Brenda J. Tolliver 
Janis L. Ware 
Carolyn Watson  
Maxine Wilkins 
Carolyn M. Young  
Sonya Young 

Founding Chairperson 
Brenda Hill Cole 

Co Chairpersons 



Jacquelyn Butts Thornton 
Chair 

Sondra Brooks 
1st Vice Chair 

Billette D. Owens Ashford 
2nd Vice Chair 

Pamela Wilkes 
Corresponding Secretary 

Jane Ross Mosley  
Assistant Corresponding 
Secretary  

Jackie Baker 
Recording Secretary 

Mae Ransom 
Assistant Recording Secretary 

Tracey Allen 
Treasurer 

Gwen Ellis  
Financial Secretary 

Pamela Perkins  
Member at large 

Jennifer K. Lucas 
Parliamentarian  

Lorri L. Saddler  
University Liaison 

CAU  Guild Officers & Members 
Melissa Adams  

Seressa Allen  

Tracey Allen  

Juliette Amey  

Marilyn Arrington  

Billette D. Owens Ashford 

Mary Bailey  

Jackie Baker  

Janet Boyd  

Barbara Bridges-Ward  

Jackie Broadus  

Sondra Brooks  

Linda Brown  

Gwendolyn Campbell  

Brenda Cole  

Bettye Jo Cooke  

Jerica Creswell  

Kimberly Culp  

Angela Davis  

Gwen Ellis  

Alfreda Evans  

Joyce Flournoy  

Arnice Foster  

Gay-Linn Gatewood-Jasho 

Ernestine Pickens Glass  

Ernestine Garey  

Barbara Ward Groves  

Melynee Leftridge Harris 

Tina Marie Head  

Alexa Henderson  

Dorothy Henderson  

Kim Hodge  

Jacqueline Jackson  

LaShawn Carter Jackson  

Deborah Johnson 

 Vickie G. Johnson  

Jennifer K. Lucas  

Rose Palmer  

Pamela Perkins  

Cherise Peters  

Sarita McLarin  

Tonya Lawrence Miles 

Debb Moore  

Jane Mosley  

Myrah Murrell  

Rosalyn Murphy  

Shaunte Norris  

Mae Ransom  

Tversa Ricks  

Michelle Rhodes  

Lorri Sadler  

Chelsea Scarlett  

Katrina Barnum Scott  

LaTanya Stallworth-Ali   

Theopia Tate  

Sheila Tenney 

Alfreda Thompson  

Jacquelyn Butts Thornton  

Maudette Twyman  

Ashley Matthew Tyson  

Alma Vinyard  Michelle 

Ward  

Carol Wesley  

Casina Washington  

Victoria Washington  

Barbara Williams  

Pamela Wilkes  

Gail Williams  

Tonya Mahone 

Williams Gina Wyatt  

Carolyn Young  

RAISING OVER $3.2 MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CAU STUDENTS OF THE ARTS 

https://cauguild.org/ 



Jazz Under the Stars  
Mistresses of Ceremony  

Jolene Butts Freeman 
Associate Vice President of Communications │Media Relations for CAU 

 

Debb Moore  
WCLK 91.9 FM Radio Host  

 

Program  
Virtual & Open Silent Auction  

Greg Head, Auctioneer  

Performances  
Clark Atlanta University Jazz Vocal Ensemble 

Garnetta Penn, Director 
 

Clark Atlanta University Alumni Jazz Orchestra 
James Patterson, Director  

 
King Dave and His Band of Gypsies featuring Nate Watts on Bass and  

Queen Gypsy Betty Beata 
 

Welcome  
President George French, Jr. Ph.D. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  OF SPONSORS & CAU GUILD MEMBERS  

 Greetings and Purpose  
Jacquelyn Butts Thornton, CAU Guild Chair  

Judge Brenda Hill Cole, CAU Guild Founder  
 

Live Auction   

Featured Artist  

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING ARTIST  
 

 

 
 Gregory Porter  

THE 32 ANIVERSARY OF THE CAU CUILD  



Acclaimed singer and songwriter Gregory 
Porter was raised in Bakersfield, California, 
and he cites the Bakersfield Southern     
Gospel sound, as well as his mother’s Nat 
King Cole record collection, as fundamental 
influences on his own sound. Porter began 
singing in small jazz clubs in San Diego while 
attending San Diego State University on a 
football scholarship. Eventually Porter moved 
to New York City to pursue music full-time 
and his career began to ascend with the  
release of his first two albums -Water (2010) 
and Be Good (2012)-both of which received 
GRAMMY nominations. In 2013, he released 
his breakout Blue Note debut Liquid Spirit 
which quickly grew into a global     
phenomenon, selling more than a million   
albums and earning Porter his first GRAMMY 
Award with NPR declaring him “America’s 
Next Great Jazz Singer.” His 2016 follow-up 
Take Me To The Alley won Porter his second 
GRAMMY for Best Vocal Jazz Album and  
firmly established him as his generation’s 
most soulful jazz singer-songwriter. In 2017, 
Porter released the heartfelt tribute album 
Nat King Cole & Me, and in 2020 returned to 
his original songwriting on the uplifting ALL 
RISE, both of which received GRAMMY     
nominations. His 2021 release Still Rising     
collected new songs, covers, duets, and a 
selection of his much-loved favorite songs. 
Porter has hosted the podcast The Hang, a 
conversation series featuring his famous 
friends, as well as his own cooking show     
The PorterHouse, in which the singer shared   
recipes inspired by his local community,     
experiences from touring the globe, and 
family cooking traditions from growing up 
with his mother and seven siblings. 

Gregory Porter 
GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 



Our Mistresses of Ceremony & Auctioneer 

Jolene Butts Freeman 

CAU Associate Vice President of Communications and Media 
Emmy Award Winning Journalist│Former CBS 46 Reporter     

CAU GUILD  Member │CAU Alumnae  

Debb Moore 

WCLK Radio Host│Former Television Host│Producer│Mentor  
CAU GUILD  Member│Moderator /Panelist │Voice Over Artist 

CAU Alumnae  

Greg Head 
Jazz Under the Stars Auctioneer 



The CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD expresses it’s sincere appreciation to our amazing 
JAZZ UNDER THE STARS Sponsors. 

Presenting Sponsor 
         CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD  

Legacy Sponsor 

 

Platinum Sponsors 
       BILLYE SUBER AARON  

 



 
Silver Sponsors  

JULIETTE  T. AMEY 

ATLANTA UNIVERSITY CENTER CONSORTIUM 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

CREDIT UNION OF ATLANTA 

DIRECT INVEST DEVELOPMENT  

MICHAEL HODGE 

ALUMNA KATIE KNOWLIN CLASS OF 1972 

ONE DIGITAL 

ROSE PALMER 

TVERSA  RICKS│CAU 2005│FAMILY & FRIENDS  

DR. PERRY & MRS. JACQUELYN THORNTON 

MR. & MRS. MICHAEL & CATHY TYLER 

CAU  TRUSTEE BRENDA W. WALKER  

FELICIA  WASSON & FRIENDS 

 

Gold Sponsors  
BARANCO HOLDINGS  

JUDGE BRENDA HILL COLE  

DR. GEORGE T. FRENCH,  CAU PRESIDENT  

SEAN O’KEEFE EVENTS 

MR. & MRS. ELI H.  & KATHY PHILLIPS 

VELMA C. MARSHALL│CLARK COLLEGE│CLASS 0F1968 

PROPEL CENTER 

MR. &  MRS.  MICHAEL & DONATA ROSS 

 CAU TRUSTEE STEPHANIE RUSSELL 

PAMELA WILKES  

        AMBASSADOR & MRS. ANDREW & CAROLYN YOUNG  

  



Friends of the Guild 
755 RESTAURTANT CORPORATION 

A. WATKINS LIMOSINES SERVICE

ALPHAGRAPHICS│WEST MIDTOWN 

DR. ROBIN & MRS. BILLETTE ASHFORD 

MR. & MRS. JESSE AND VIVIAN BASKERVILLE LEGACY CLASSES 1967 & 1968 

BUCKHEAD WINE CELLARS 

SARITA CATHCART-MCLARIN 

CAU PLAYERS ASSOCIATION 

CAU SCHOOL OF BUSINESS  

CLASS OF 1974 GOLDEN SONS & DAUGHTERS 

CLARK CLASS OF 1983 

GAY-LINN GATEWOOD-JASHO 

MS. KRISTAL HUDSON-RANDALL 

ICONIC ORTHODONTICS OF ATLANTA  

JJACK PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE 

DR. RICHARD LUCAS & MRS. JENNIFER LUCAS, ESQUIRE  

JEP COMMUNICATIONS 

BETH MCMILLLAN 

 BARBARA MORGAN 

JACQUELYN JONES MORRIS 

PM J& J CONSULTING LLC 

PRETTY ZZZ & TEA PARTIES  

PYP CONSULTING 

THE LAW OFFICE OF BRANDYN L. RANDALL 

REGINALD SCANDRETT 

ALUMNA CHELSEA SCARLETT 

SODEXO 

TV ONE  

DR. ALMA VINYARD│LEGACY CLASS OF 1964 

VICTORIA  J. WASHINGTON, CAU 2000 

DEBRA A. WILLIAMS



LEGACY SPONSOR 





Ms. Billye Suber Aaron  

Last years  

  
COMMUNITY ACTIVIST  

 AND  

 EDUCATOR 

Congratulates  
THE CAU GUILD  

ON THE 

Mrs. Billye Suber Aaron  

TThhee  22002244  JJaazzzz  UUnnddeerr  TThhee  SSttaarrss  



 

A PROUD SPONSOR OF  
THE CAU GUILD ANNUAL  
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Mercedes Benz of Atlanta  





Simon signs  





What do our faith communities have 
to do with the epidemic

of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias? 

Everything.

For so many people, their faith community is the place where they uplift
more than just their spirit. It’s also the center of their social and emotional

lives. But the impacts of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias can
push those affected away from their faith communities for all the

wrong reasons.
whatever their burdens might be.

The spiritual needs of people with dementia are the same as everyone
else. Together, we can serve and enrich the lives of all members,
including those with dementia and the families who love them by

providing education, worship, and support.

Are you ready to Alter your faith community?
Please call 770.686.7730, email outreach@alterdementia.com

or visit alterdementia.com
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We see first-hand the quality, passion, 

and impact of HBCU students and 

alumni in our city and across the world. 

Kaiser Permanente is proud to support 

and partner with these great institutions 

in building a better tomorrow.

Here’s to a 
bright and 
healthy future

Nine Piedmont Center  •  3495 Piedmont Road, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30305  •  404-364-7000  
©2024 Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Georgia, Inc.        
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Our free loyalty program helps you save in more personalized ways. 
Start with $5 off your next purchase of $20 or more* when you  
sign up at clubpublix.com/save5.

*Valid in-store only. Must sign up by 12/31/2024 at clubpublix.com/save5. Terms, conditions & restrictions apply.

Join Club Publix. 
Enjoy $5 off.





A T L J A Z Z F E S T . C O M

24th

ATLANTA SYMPHONY HALL 

Lil John Roberts and the Senators 
with Special Guests

Tickets Available at Ticketmaster

F R I DAY,  M AY

8 p m

SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMANCES BY: 
 Kathleen Bertrand, Cleveland Jones, Rhonda Thomas, Imani 

Grace-Cooper, Julie Dexter, Tony Hightower, Dashill Smith, and 
Alexandra Jackson. Narrated by Jon Goode

A T L A N T A  J A Z Z  F E S T I V A L  P R E S E N T S :  W C L K  A T  5 0



Congratulations and Best Wishes to the  

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD  
on hosting 

 

2024 JJaazzzz  UUnnddeerr  ththee  SSttaarrss    
  

We proudly support the CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD’S Scholarship        
Program for the students in the Arts.  

 

Andrew & Carolyn Young  

 





PROTECTING & RESTORING THE  
NATURAL WORLD. 

Mission 

The mission of the Turner Foundation is to protect and 
restore the natural systems – air, land, and water - on 

which all life depends. 
http://www.turnerfoundation.org/ 







VELMA C. MARSHALL 
CLARK COLLEGE│CLASS 0F1968 

 

Proudly Supports  

JJaazzzz  UUnnddeerr  ththee  SSttaarrss    



32ND ANNIVERSARY  

Congratulations     

CAU GUILD  
JAZZ UNDER THE STARS  

 

522 Capital Partners LLC  

Brenda W. Walker Trustee  
May 10, 2024 





 

Solutions for your ever-changing health needs 

From childhood to adulthood through retirement, we're by your 
side through every stage of life, with comprehensive services and 

coverage to meet your changing needs. 

Supports Jazz Under the Stars 
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Solutions for your ever-changing health needs 

From childhood to adulthood through retirement, we're by your 
side through every stage of life, with comprehensive services and 

coverage to meet your changing needs. 

Supports Jazz Under the Stars 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  
CAU GUILD FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL  

JJaazzzz  UUnnddeerr  ththee  SSttaarrss    
 



BETA PSI 1923 Foundation $1 Million Dollars Donated to Clark Atlanta University 



PROUDLY SUPPORTS  

THE ANNUAL JAZZ UNDER THE STARS 

Skanska is one of the largest, most financially sound construction and           
development companies in the U.S., serving a broad range of clients  ncluding 

those in transportation, power, industrial, water/wastewater, healthcare,          
education, sports, data centers, government, aviation and commercial. 





 
PAMELA WILKES PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE 

 Annual Jazz Under the Stars 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
In Loving Memory of  

DR. ISABELLA T. JENKINS  
Veteran Educator│ Historian & Professor Emerita│ Associate Dean │Mentor 

 Clark College Class of 1953.  





  Rose Palmer 
  

CONGRATULATES 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY GUILD   
on Another Successful   

Jazz Under the Stars! 







 

Jazz Under the Stars 

 RAISING OVER  $ 3.2 MILLION  IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CAU STUDENTS OF THE ARTS 

 

SCAN ME  

https://cauguild.org/ 


